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Greetings 4-H Families, Fairs and Partners, 

As promised, we are updating you on the latest Maryland 4-H Program summer program decisions. Last week, 
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Governor and Maryland Superintendent of Schools announced the 
suspension of in-person classes for the remainder of the school year. We know that this news was difficult for 
many families to hear, and this decision will impact some harder than others. Previously, the University of 
Maryland also announced the suspension of in-person 1st summer session classes, which continue through July. 
Campus will announce a decision on the 2nd session of summer classes by June 15th. 

Last week, the Governor and Superintendent also referenced the Maryland Strong Roadmap to Recovery and 
Maryland’s Recovery Plan for Education, which describes a gradual and responsible reopening of businesses, 
organizations, and schools that will extend at least through the fall. This guidance was informed by CDC 
guidelines and has been developed by experts and stakeholders in an effort to safely re-open our state. 

After careful review of the guidance developed by government, health and school officials, along with key 
discussions with stakeholders, the University of Maryland Extension (UME) 4-H Program will take the 
following approach for summer programs: 

• All in-person summer programs will be suspended through July 31st.
• All in-person 4-H participation in July county fairs will be suspended. 4-H team members can support

local fairs that choose to explore virtual options. 
• A decision on 4-H participation in August fairs will be made by June 15th. We must plan for the

possibility that August and September fairs may be impacted. 

Additionally, we are currently developing a roadmap to restoring Maryland 4-H programming. This will include 
protocols related to public health directives including participant size capacity, physical distancing, indoor vs. 
outdoor programming, facility and equipment sanitization, risk exposure and mitigation, personal protective 
gear, and more. The Governor has recently announced the “Safer at Home” public health advisory, however, we 
do know that smaller outdoor gatherings may resume sooner than other programs. We will reassess our summer 
program decisions as our state government implements the three stages of recovery (low risk, medium risk, high 
risk) and our program becomes better equipped to manage the above mentioned public health directives. 

We know that these circumstances are not easy for our 4-H families and partners. We very much value our in-
person summer programs and understand the impact these decisions have on families and communities. 
However, we cannot move too swiftly and run the risk of advancing the spread of the virus--even among our 
communities with lower reported cases. We are grateful for your patience as we work to develop guidance and 
protocols that will enable us to responsibly resume our in-person programs. 

While COVID-19 has posed a new challenge for us, we have remained responsive to our community’s needs in 
new and innovative ways. The 4-H team will continue to be in communication with our families, community 
partners and fairs to keep our programs moving into the future--even if some are required to be done remotely 
this summer. 

https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/MD_Strong.pdf
http://marylandpublicschools.org/newsroom/Documents/MSDERecoveryPlan.pdf
http://marylandpublicschools.org/newsroom/Documents/MSDERecoveryPlan.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/guidance-list.html?Sort=Date%3A%3Adesc


I know this hasn’t been easy, as it has required us all to adapt our programs and how we engage with 4-H. I am 
confident we will get through this together, even if the road follows some detours along the way. We look 
forward to the day we can all gather safely together again! 

Regards, 

Craig Beyrouty   Jim Hanson  Nia Imani Fields 
Dean and Director                      Associate Dean and Associate Director      Assistant Director & 4-H Leader 


